DREAMS OF EMPIRE                 n

In the meantime those "lands and territories of
America, or of the West Indies, which lie on the other
side of the Atlantic Ocean to the west . . . parallel to
our own land of France,"8 already bore the name of
New France. In his enthusiasm, which few people yet
shared, Champlain proclaimed that these lands and
territories formed a new world, "beautiful even to per-
fection." In this new world apostles were needed to
preach the gospel to the nomadic tribes of Indians;
thus in 1615 the first Recollets arrived who, in their
turn, ten years later, asked the help of the Jesuits.
There were needed, too, men and women to fell the
trees, break the land, build homes, marry, and increase
and multiply. The men and women were few indeed
who, in the beginning, answered the call of the
Founder of Quebec and who, following the example of
Louis Hebert, left their shops, their factories, and their
farms, to embark upon the great adventure. For the
King's minister, Sully, had little enthusiasm for co-
lonial enterprises. Nor were the merchants to be
counted upon for help; their sole ambition was to
accumulate profits with the least amount of expense;
while the companies were content to limit their efforts
to the maintenance of primitive trading posts. Not in
one day was Champlain to people the two banks of
the St. Lawrence with Frenchmen for "the glory of
God, the honour of the King, the welfare and good
repute of the mother country." Nor was the dream to
be realized soon; for scarcely twenty years after its
founding, the English were masters of Canada. Mean-
time, in Paris, among the men around the sovereign,
there were to be found forerunners of the philosophers
of the eighteenth century and of the Master of Ferney

8 Relation by Father Biard (1611), published in Lyons 1616.